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the laboratory assistants and vaccinators had better be inoculated themselves. More important are the precautions against impurity. Nothing gave the inoculation treatment a greater set-back or has in the long run sacrificed more lives that might have been saved than the untimely accident by which, in the early days of the movement, one little consignment of the lymph got contaminated with the tetanus germ, to the undoing of certain luckless patients who were, indeed, preserved from plague, but died in agony from an even more painful disease. The difficulty of overcoming prejudice was enormously increased by that accident, and to it may be traced many of the myths current among the more backward Indian people that the G^vern-ment is seeking actually to inoculate them with plague in order to bring down the population. So far as human precautions can effect any object, there is no possibility